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The Congressional Record was presented to Lew Williams, posthumously on Mon., Feb. 9.

Phoebe Quarterman
BY MARCY PALMERI

Reese and Williams honored with
Congressional Record
BY PUNEET SANDHU

See HISTORY, page 9

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
U.S. Representative Kathy
Castor hosted her annual
Black History program to
honor community leaders

by recording their legacies
into the Congressional
Record at the U.S. Library
of Congress. This year’s
event at the Enoch Davis
Center, 1111 18th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, honored Gwen-

dolyn Reese and the late
Lew Williams.
Pinellas County Urban
League President & CEO
Watson Haynes opened the
ceremony thanking Castor
for recognizing the hard

Staff Writer

work and dedication that
Reese and Williams displayed in their communities. “We come here today
to honor two people who
have put themselves out in
See HONORED, pages 4

Gibbs’ Black History Month show
BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
For their first Black History Month arts performance in two years,
students at Gibbs High
School will be departing
from the norm by reenacting a lesser-known historical tale. The opera
performance will be held
at the Gibbs Grand Theater on Fri., Feb. 20 and
Sat., Feb. 21, with both
shows beginning at 7 p.m.
and open to the public
with a $15 ticket purchase.

“This is a different
story about black history
which I usually don’t do,”
said Dr. Cody Clark,
Counselor for the Pinellas
County Center for the
Arts (PCCA) magnet program at Gibbs High
School and director of this
year’s production. “I usually do civil rights stories,
which is exciting but common.” Clark has worked
at Gibbs for nearly 30
years and has scripted 17
previous Black History
Month performances for
the PCCA program.
See GIBBS, page 13

Herbert Dixon
BY HOLLY KESTENIS

Staff Writer

LARGO — Nestled atop
a mural created as a backdrop for the Black History
program was a picture of
Nelson Mandela, the continent of Africa and photographs of prominent African
Americans.
The Florida Department
of Children and Families
SunCoast Region conducted
their annual Black History
program called A Century of
Black Life, History and Culture, which took place Fri.,
Feb 6 at the North Pinellas
Service Center, 1131 Ulmerton Rd., Largo.
Jelessa R. Oats of St. Petersburg College filled the
room with music as she
played the keyboard. Operations and Management



Gibbs’ Black History Month show
will tell the story of Dido Elizabeth Belle.

ST. PETERSBURG — In
appreciation of Black History Month, Faith Memorial
Missionary Baptist Church,
located at 1800 18th Ave. S.,
has chosen to honor long
standing resident and community contributor Herbert
H. Dixon.
The 12th annual Black
History Honorary Program
got underway last Friday
with members of the congregation and the community
joining together for a night
of remembering.
“It’s only appropriate that
we speak to issues regarding
our history,” said Frankye
Jaudon. She began with the
end of the Civil War and
what was the beginning of
freedom for blacks that had
lived a life of slavery.
Talk continued of the
struggles black Americans
endured during the Reconstruction Era, segregation
and the Jim Crow laws enforcing it. Jaudon briefly educated the youngsters in the
room on organizations of
the time that harassed and
“kept black folks down.” Dr.
Martin Luther King and his
See DIXON, page 6
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Predatory proactive policing practices
Dear Editor,
The evolution of modern
urban policing is crushing
the economy in low socioeconomic neighborhoods,
turning them into criminal
producing factories, polarizing the country and rapidly
expanding the digital plantation and criminal justice system primarily with poor
people, mostly of color.
Talk to any police officer
who is a 911 responder, and
ask them what they want to
be doing during their shift,
they will all say “Proactive
Policing,” not responding to
911 calls. The Proactive
Policing they are talking
about is accomplished by
pulling as many people over
as possible using minor or
imaginary traffic infractions
as a pretense to see if there is
any reason to arrest the occupants. Otherwise known
as fishing or hunting.
They all want to do it in
low socioeconomic areas
“where the crime is.” I’m calling BS on that, it’s where
people can’t afford lawyers,
have a hard time paying for
tickets, licenses, registration,
fees and insurance. It is also
where black and brown folks
have been socio-economically segregated.
By Proactive Policing
more in any one area it

makes it appears that there is
more crime there. If you only
fish in black ponds, you will
only catch black fish. To me
this is predatory not proactive.
Police departments all
over the country use something typically called a
monthly tally sheet to measure officer productivity. Officers list the quantity of
tickets and arrests made and
the categories are weighed
towards severity, say: one
point for a traffic ticket, three
for a misdemeanor arrest
and six for a felony, etc. The
officers with the most points
advance faster and get better
duty and training opportunities.
The problem is the pressure to “compete advance” is
such that it can lead to some
very unscrupulous practices
such as the use of “inciters”
to purposely escalate a situation to illicit an actionable response. The use of inciters is
100 percent legal, but it is an
unethical predatory practice.
It plays out like this: you
pull over a car that is four
deep (filled with people). By
saying things (inciters) to
purposefully get the occupants riled up, you may get
them to commit a crime, perhaps get them to put their
hands on a cop, ding, ding,

  



 

felony, felony, felony 18
points.
I don’t believe most police officers are racists, but
between where they concentrate their efforts and how
they measure productivity it
combines to have the unintended consequence of disproportionately
hurting
minorities, which by definition is institutional racism.
A little background to
help understand a possible
win, win solution: being
pulled over is scary (for
everyone). Being pulled over
and given a written warning
is just as effective of a behavioral modifier as a ticket, but
not nearly as financially damaging to someone going
from payday to payday or
worse.
By law, police can give a
Notice to Appear (NTA) in
lieu of a misdemeanor arrest in most cases. Most of
the time, black or white, a
first time offender being
charged with a misdemeanor will get a stern talking to by a judge and not be
convicted unless they come
back into the system.
If they were arrested,
guilty or innocent, they will
always have an arrest record,
they can be denied a job and
place to live and often lose
one to two million dollars of



    

32nd Annual Women’s Retreat
March 6 - 7, 2015
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church
3647 – 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg

potential income over the
span of their lifetime.
On the flip side, if they
got an NTA and not convicted then no damage is
done. The NTA also keeps
our valuable police asset on
the street protecting people,
not wasted processing an unnecessary arrest. The NTA
also kept the person’s family
and friends (community)
from having to come up with
bail, lawyers, fees, more fees
and lost work time that all
suck much needed capital
out of socio-economically
challenged neighborhoods
that desperately need capital
to support local businesses.
A little known fact, by law
in Florida police are under no
obligation to arrest a child for
a misdemeanor, to uphold
the law they could simply try
to mentor the child toward
better behavior.
Back to Predatory Proactive Policing Practices. This
is easily fixable. Officially
most police department’s
policy is to always be respectful to citizens, if police really
use inciters to manufacture
crimes when none exist, the
use of body cams and civilian
review will end that and get
everyone to behave better.
Changing the weighting
system on monthly tally
sheets to reflect the needs of



Kurt Donley
the community is another.
Perhaps give zero points for
a ticket and one point for a
written warning, give three
points for a NTA for a misdemeanor and zero points for a
NTA eligible misdemeanor
that ends in an arrest.
Zero points for secondary
charges that would not have
existed had the occupants
not been engaged with a police officer.
Lastly, limit “Proactive
Policing” to affluent neighborhoods where they can afford the financial damage,
besides if you really want to
take drugs off the streets, go
where there is more money
because that is where there
are more drugs. This would

        



still allow the police department to be “Proactive,” and
see if something really bad
was going on, drugged driving, corrupting minors etc.
without financially damaging hundreds of poor people
and their communities.
Don’t get me wrong,
Proactive Policing is effective,
by casting this wide net and
pulling in hundreds of people
each day you will catch the
occasional really bad guy
who doesn’t belong in society,
but for every one of those
maybe thousands of harmless people are damaged. It
simply is not worth it.
Kurt Donley
SCLC Board Member and
Criminal Justice Specialist
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COMMUNITY NEWS
NAACP plans trip to Selma for
50th anniversary of Bloody Sunday

Pinellas is moving
forward
BY COMMISSIONER
KENNETH T. WELCH

TAMPA — This year,
people throughout the nation will remember the
March across the Edmund
Pettus Bridge in Selma,
Ala. On March 7, 1965, a
group of African Americans attempted to march
from Selma, Ala. to Montgomery, Ala., for civil
rights and voting rights.
The police attacked
and beat the group of nonviolent protesters. The
brutal attack was enhanced with law enforcement’s use of water hoses
and dogs. The day became etched in history as
“Bloody Sunday.”
Next month, the Hillsborough County Branch
of the NAACP will attend
the 50th Anniversary of
the conflict. A tour bus
will leave Tampa on Fri.,
March 6 and return Mon.,
March 9.

The cost of the trip will
include the roundtrip bus
fare, a two-night stay in a
hotel in Montgomery,
Ala., and admission to the
Street Festival. The group
will also visit the historic
Brown’s AME Chapel for
the re-enactment and take
the walk across the Edmund Pettis Bridge.
There will be a series
of workshops that will discuss such topics such as
“Race, Poverty and the Injustice System,” “Health
Care for All: Now Is the
Time,” “Alabama Unafraid: Latino Immigrant
Activism Post-House Bill
56,” The role of Education
in the Liberation of a People,” “Still Separate, Still
Unequal:
Combating
Racial Segregation Under
the Fair Housing Act and
other Civil rights Laws,”
“Environmental Justice,”

and other subjects of interest.
Civil rights activists
such as Claudette Colvin,
Dr. Bernard Lafayette,
Robert “Bob” Moses,
Diane Nash, and Rev. C.T.
Vivian will be in attendance, along with President Barack Obama,
Congresswoman Kathy
Castor and others.
The group may also
tour the Freedom Rides
Museum, the National
Center for the Civil Rights
& African American Cultural Museum, and the
Rosa Parks Library & Museum.
There are a few more
seats left on the bus, and if
needed, a second bus is on
standby. Please contact
the NAACP Office at 813234-8683 and reserve your
seat NOW.
See ad on page 10.

I’d like to update Weekly
Challenger readers on several
Pinellas County projects and
policies that are moving our
community forward in significant ways, including community development, housing
and poverty reduction.
South St. Petersburg
CRA – Pinellas County funding for Community Redevelopment Areas (CRAs) has
historically been limited to
downtown districts – like the
funding for the current St. Petersburg Pier project. Working with the community, the
County Commission is changing this approach to better
focus on the needs of communities that are disproportionately impacted by poverty,
starting in south St. Petersburg. For the first time in
Pinellas, a CRA is being created with the specific goal of
poverty reduction, and a commitment of long term County
and City funding.
This approach will focus
not only on building things,
but also on empowering people to break the cycle of
poverty through a variety of
proven tools and programs.
The projects will be identified
and approved under a governance structure that includes
a Citizens Advisory Committee, the City and County. The
Commission will soon vote on
the funding component of this
CRA, which is an estimated
$28 million over the next 30
years, and I will continue to
strongly support county funding for this groundbreaking

initiative.
Living Wage – many in
our community work overtime or multiple jobs, but still
live in poverty. I believe that if
we value work as a society,
then we should pay wages
that meet basic living expenses. That is why I asked
our County Commission to
implement a living wage policy for Pinellas County employees. With the unanimous
support of my Commission
colleagues, the County Administrator is developing the
plan, which should bring the
minimum wage for county
employees up to approximately $12.50/hour. I have
spoken with our Sheriff and
County Clerk, and am hopeful
that they will participate in this
program as well. Finally, I am
working with our Administrator to review methods for incentivizing business that
contract with Pinellas County
to have a living wage policy as
well. It is good economic policy, but more importantly it is
the right thing to do.
Ban the Box – many in
our community are ex-offenders, and having served their
time, find it difficult to obtain
employment. There are many
factors to this scenario, but
one strong impediment is the
question on many employment applications regarding
previous convictions. Our
County Administrator is working to remove this question
from County employment applications, and I fully support
this effort to remove a barrier
to employment and community reintegration for ex-offenders. Employment is an

important component of community development and
poverty reduction.
Penny for Pinellas – the
County is providing $28.2 million in capital funds for
projects to improve public
safety, housing, roads and
pedestrian/bike paths in St.
Petersburg. The County Commission recently approved the
agreement, which includes $2
million for Jamestown Apartments renovations, and $20.2
million for the construction of
a new Police headquarters.
Transportation - One of
the most important aspects of
the failed Greenlight Pinellas
initiative is that it would have
prevented cuts in existing bus
services. The PSTA board is
now weighing several options,
and I will provide you with updates as we progress. It is imperative that we maintain the
access to opportunity that the
bus service provides, and that
so many in our community depend on every day.
Thank you for the opportunity to update you on these
important County initiatives.
I welcome your input, and
my Executive Aide Darlina
Herring or I can be reached
at 727-464-3614, or at
kwelch@pinellascounty.org.
Kenneth T. Welch
Pinellas County Commissioner, District 7
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Reese and Williams placed in the Library of Congress
From HONORED, page 1

front to give up their family
life, to give up all the selfish
things that they could want to
do, in order to serve this
community.”
Castor explained that as a
member of Congress, she
has the ability to spotlight
people from her district to
other members of Congress
across the country and do a
bit of bragging.
“Here are my proud representatives from Florida,”
Castor touted and she explained that by adding individuals to the Congressional
Record, their legacies are officially etched in America’s
history. “So that when people—maybe 100 years from
now—look back on who the
leaders of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County and the state
of Florida were, they will see
that it’s Gwen Reese and Lew
Williams.”
Castor then recited the
statement that she will deliver
for placement in the Congressional Record in honor of
Lew Williams. “I rise today to
honor the life of a true champion of education, Lew
Williams,” Castor began. “His
36 year career in public service and tireless efforts to improve the lives of children will
be remembered forever.
Born in Baker County, Ga.,
Mr. Williams grew up in
poverty and knew education
was his ticket to a better life.”
Castor
recounted
Williams’ academic achievements and the start of his career in education in 1970.
Williams began as a social
studies teacher at Dunedin
Middle School, later becoming the principal at several
Pinellas County schools. In

1987, he became the Director
of School Operations and was
soon promoted as an area superintendent for Pinellas
County. After retiring in 2005,
Williams was elected to the
Pinellas County School
Board in 2010.
“Although Mr. Williams
was a soft-spoken man, when
he spoke, people listened,”
Castor continued. “In his tireless dedication to students he
wanted not only to educate
them through books, but to
equip them with the life skills
to succeed. He recognized
the challengers that low-income and minority students
faced and he worked tirelessly to build relationships
and connect with children
and their families. He constantly pushed to create opportunities for those students
who some may have forgotten. Mr. Williams always
seemed to have the pulse of
the district’s needs and knew
how to address them.”
During his career, Castor
noted, Williams faced issues
such as budget crises and
bridging the racial and economic achievement gaps.
Williams also sought to help
those students who acted disruptively in school, finding
ways to integrate rather than
shun such children from the
education system. Additionally, Williams started a program encouraging more
African American students to
take advanced level classes.
As Williams was a major proponent for strong early childhood education, Pinellas
Technical College opened
the Lew Williams Center for
Early Learning last August.
“His slogan was, ‘Keep

the main thing the main
thing,’” Castor said. “And
that philosophy defines the
approach of always putting
children first, regardless of
status and race. He passed
away in December 2011, but
his legacy will live on
through the many students’
lives he has changed for the
better.”
Williams is survived by
his wife and two children.
After Castor’s speech, his
family members honored
him, including his son Brandon.
”One thing my father said
that stood out to me was …
although you may walk with
kings, never lose the common touch,” Brandon said.
“And what that meant was no
matter how successful you
become, never forget the
people that you walked with
before you got to that high
position.”
Castor asked Gwendolyn
Reese to join her on stage
while she recited her Congressional Record honor for
her. “I rise today to honor a
dedicated community leader
and equal rights champion,
Gwendolyn Reese of St. Petersburg, Florida,” Castor
began. “Mrs. Reese was born
in St. Petersburg and is a
proud graduate of Gibbs
High School as well as St. Petersburg Junior College. Mrs.
Reese has dedicated her career to supporting initiatives
that lift families.”
Reese began her career
as a counselor for the Adolescent Pregnancy and Parenting Services at the Tampa
Bay Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA).
She was promoted to Direc-

tor of Administrative Services
at the YWCA and later
served as coordinator for
Healthy Start of Pinellas
County and for The Midtown
Health Council, where she focused on reducing infant
mortality rates.
“Mrs. Reese’s unrelenting services led her to play an
important role in numerous
service organizations and
projects across the Tampa
Bay area,” Castor said.
Currently, she serves as
the District Manager of the
Professional Opportunities
Program for Students, Inc.,
which provides career seminars, college tours, internships and community service
projects to assist area high
school students in exploring
and experiencing different
career paths.
Reese also organizes the
Annual Stand Against Racism
event and the Week Without
Violence activities. These
events bring attention to
these very significant issues
facing members of our community. She’s been an outspoken advocate for preserving
the history of African Americans in the St. Petersburg
community.
After being selected as the
president of the African
American Heritage Associa-

Representative
Kathy Castor
tion (AAHA), the organization
developed a historic walking
trail through St. Petersburg
neighborhoods to shed light
on the African Americans
who helped build and develop
the city. She also worked with
Gibbs High School students
to collect African American
oral histories.
“We truly appreciate all of
your outstanding work,” Castor finished. “You’ve done so
much to preserve and generate the history and contributions of African Americans, so
it’s very appropriate that we
lift you up to others as a fine
example of what it means to
love and serve your community.”
After Castor’s speech,
Reese called upon her family
members to stand and join
her. She said she felt honored

Anthony Murphy
to be recognized during the
same event as Williams, as
the two had done some work
together.
“Congresswoman Castor,
this means more to me than
you would ever know,” Reese
said. “You have inspired me
even in these difficult times to
keep working for the sake of
the common good and for
that, I will be eternally thankful.”
Castor also honored several community members
and her staff. Anthony Murphy addressed the crowd to
speak about the Arts Conservatory for Teens and how the
all-inclusive arts group
helped him as a student and
in his life. Murphy also performed artist Sam Cooke’s
song “A Change is Gonna
Come.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Black history is oral history
ST. PETERSBURG —
Genealogy is basically and
foremost the study of dead
genes in one’s family. Once
the entire study is completed, which spans many
years, the compiled results
become the family keepsake known simply as a
“book of the dead.”
Host a family reunion
and attend the reunions of
cousins, uncles, and aunts.
Look for your grandparents’ sisters and brothers
also. Identify the most senior kinfolk, the elders. Ask
questions of them. Keep a
diary or journal and allow
them to answer without interruption.
Notice and observe
how smoothly their recitations flow during this reflective phase. Be certain
to remember details and or
record every word and
phrase. Colloquial language is a plus. That verbiage alone can help label
the locations of the country, town, city, county, or
village where the majority
of relatives lived and
died—the family seat.
How can we know who
lived? “Black History is
oral history,” said columnist Peggy Peterman in
1984. The interviews with
relatives serve as the real
need to collect information
of those who died. Relatives found many ways to
preserve their dead kin.
Begin now asking them!
The spoken information
becomes the text for one’s
publications and lectures.
Death certificates are a
strong verification of a per-

son having lived. Jonathan
C. Gibbs, Florida’s Secretary of State in 1868 and
later the Superintendent of
Public Instruction in 1873,
died August 14, 1874 in
Tallahassee. No death certificate was ever found.
Why? In Florida, death certificates were not made
mandatory until 1914.
Always know that
names were constantly
spelled incorrectly, sometimes proving to be difficult for the researchers. A
misplaced letter in a surname can alter the research for years following
the wrong trail.
In 1964, mama Altamease applied for her
birth certificate The name
recorded was Alta Marie
Gardner! Mama Idella, her
mother, was alive in Pierce
so that was a big help. The
certificate had to be
recorded again with the
proper spelling of her first
name. Why? Property
rights were sometimes difficult to inherit!
I’m asked by younger
cousins, “Why is your surname spelled Nickson and
not Nixon like ours?” My
three siblings and I were
always told that daddy and
several of his cousins
changed the spelling to
enter World War II. I found
a photograph of our father,
Reginald, standing in his
vegetable garden in Homeland near a small handmade sign that read R.E.
Nixon. He was about 13
years old.
Later, while serving at
Fort Chagaramus in Port

of Spain, Trinidad, the staff
sergeant’s surname was
spelled Nixion. All of the
world’s
nationalities
spelled it differently. The
various spellings of every
surname occurred each
decade of the federal census report periods. The
census Soundex was created for the 1900 census.
Researchers, for the first
time, heard and accepted
the
inconsistence
of
spellings. Invariably, the
names were given phonetic credibility.
Once King James the
First, of England, assembled 14 appointees to translate our Bible from the
Spanish, we now understand that there was language arts nuance. In one
instance a “red” sun does
not mean the color red.
The “e” in the Spanish language is pronounced as
long “a” in English. Therefore, “red” is actually
“rayed” sun. What? Astronomy in the Bible? Uniquely
so, in placing the puzzle
pieces together, there will
be surprises. Don’t ever
get discouraged by all the
circumstances that you
find on the family tree.
Find a reasonable and suitable explanation for all of
family life and history.
The camera was not an
invention found in America
until 1851. The three
known photographs of
slaves that exist were
made by Harvard. That
was an event in Columbia,
S. C.! Harvard’s camera
was said to have been the
only one in America at that

Happy Worker’s kicks
off 2015 with a blessing

time. Abraham Lincoln, the
16th president, was the
first president ever photographed.
One of my four great
grandmothers, Henrietta
Rebecca Macon Nixon, of
Midway
in
Gadsden
County was photographed
on her wedding day wearing a finely tucked pink
muslin cloth dress June 8,
1869 a mere 18 years after
the Harvard’s photograph.
Rev. James A. Linton performed the ceremony. A
collateral cousin maybe
holding clues to significant
pieces of the puzzle of family history!
Jacqueline N. Cotman
has written extensively in
genealogy and family history. She is a member of the
Afro American Historical
and Genealogy Society
(AAHGS) and a board
member of the forming of
the St. Petersburg Chapter
of the Association for the
Study of African American
Life and History (ASALH).
See ad on page 13.

ST. PETERSBURG –
Last month, 110 Home
Depot and Floor & Décor
corporate executives and
staff descended on Happy
Workers Learning Center,
920 19th St. S., St. Petersburg, to give back.
A new strategy for the
home improvement executives is to culminate their
annual conference by volunteering to a local not
profit in the state where
they will host their annual
conference. The conference attendees were introduced to Happy Workers
by their community partner
United Way of the Sun-

coast.
After hearing about
Happy Workers through a
presentation done by Executive Director Cherie
Green, they were hooked.
Once they got to the site
and received a tour, it was
time to work. For five hours
volunteers painted the administration building, repaired toys, made minor
repairs planted flowers and
laid mulch.
Home Depot Executive
Tom Hughes and Floor &
Décor Executive Cathy
Todd vowed their ongoing
support for the historic preschool.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Honoring Herbert Dixon
From DIXON, page 1

accomplishments toward
equal rights was touched
upon with Jaudon urging the
younger generation to become educated and to continue to advocate for change
even in today’s society.
“We come from a rich
heritage,” she continued reminding those in the room of
a slogan from the 1960s
which spoke of being proud
of your heritage, even if it is
different than the majority.
“We were a united people,”
Jaudon said. “We need to get
back to that sense of community and instead of shooting one another we need to
be lifting people up.”
But through all the adversity there are beacons of
light. Those in the community that advanced in education regardless of the
constraints society placed on
them at the time. Dixon was
one of those who worked
tirelessly for the betterment
of himself and bestowed his
knowledge and compassion
on those, which surrounded
him.
A 1951 graduate of Gibbs
High School, Dixon made
his way to Florida A & M
University (FAMU) on a basketball scholarship. He
served in the U.S. Navy and
in 1958 earned his Bachelor
of Science. He was a director
at Melrose Park YMCA for
seven years as he attended
school and by 1965 had
earned a master’s degree.
For 12 years Dixon
served his community as a
teacher in both Hillsborough
and Pinellas Counties. During his time working with

students, Dixon found time
to become certified in administration and in 1977 embarked on a new path as an
assistant principal. He
served in this post at various
schools, Northeast High,
Dixie Hollins High and
Gibbs High School until his
retirement in 1995.
“Herb demonstrated a
love for the children,” said
Deacon Elbert Johnson of
Faith Memorial, not only in
the school system, but in the
congregation as well. “He
regularly greets them individually by name and asks
them how things are going.”
For those who are now
adults, Dixon keeps tabs on
their successes by staying in
touch with their parents.
Dixon also is known for
his dedication to the Omega
Psi Phi fraternity. His fraternity
brother,
Watson
Haynes, was there to honor
him on his special day, exemplifying Dixon’s dedication to
the fraternity throughout the
years. Whether finding his
own way to meetings, or
needing a brother to pick
him up, Dixon is known for
staying active and involved
with his fraternity brothers,
even being called the glue
that holds everyone together.
Deacon Johnson has
known Dixon for nearly 43
years, remembering almost
to the day when they both
met. Selected by the ministry to become deacons,
Johnson and Dixon were instructed in the faith for a
year and endured an examination by a panel before be-

coming ordained as deacons in 1990.
The words: “This is your
life,” echoed throughout the
church as people from the
community took the time to
come up and reflect on
Dixon’s contributions to
those living in St. Petersburg
along with him since his
time as a youth.
Deacon Shelly Odom discussed the history of the
tragic 1970 lightning strike
that hit the old Gibbs practice football field. Dixon was
among the 21 injured on that
horrible day as he huddled
with his players. He was an
assistant coach at the time.
Two young players died.
That day was a life changer
for so many and soon after
Dixon joined Faith Memorial
Missionary Baptist Church.
“I have so many friends,
but the best one is the friend
in Jesus,” Dixon said. He
thanked everyone for coming and expressed his love of
everyone in the room, including his wife of some 56
years. “I’m grateful that the
Lord has made a way for
me.”
Pastor Rainey spoke of
Dixon’s true heart and intentions and how he seldom
missed a day of prayer. From
his work with the children in
the school system to the children of the congregation,
Dixon will always be known
as a man of compassion.
“That’s a man of God right
there,” said Rainey. And a
whole roomful of well-wishers and admirers would have
to agree.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Celebrate Midtown Youth 2015: An interactive
neighborhood affair of the garden variety
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Residents from all around
the city came out to Celebrate Midtown Youth, a
free community event,
Sat., Jan. 31.
The outdoor health fair
and healthy fun day for the
whole family was presented by Jordan Park
Community Gardens and
Local Food Park, hosted
by The Deuces Live Main
Street, and coordinated
with neighborhood businesses and organizations.
The “Jordan Park Gardens is a project we started
through Local Food Park
and is directed by Annette
Hubbard. She loves to be
in the garden with the kids
and has done a phenomenal job,” said Carol Smith,
CEO of Local Food Park.
This outdoor familyfriendly health fair had
more than a little flair. The
day delivered a combination of healthy food, interactive games, activities and
entertainment
and
brought together over 350
people.
Most of the entertainers were straight out of
Midtown. The Mime Boys
from Mt. Zion Kingdom,
Kali Kali dancers, John
Hopkins School of the Arts
and Sciences Dance Group
and Gibbs High School ensemble were among those
who exemplified what this
day was all about.
The list of attendees,
volunteers and exhibitors
were nothing short of
spectacular, with focus on
the children and bringing
the community together.
There were 38 exhibitors that included All
Children’s Hospital and
GTE
Federal
Credit
Union. Activities for the
children included music
and dancing, K9 Dog
demonstration, face painting a petting zoo and samplings from the garden.
The, “I am Somebody,”
banner was a hit. The activity consisted of essays and
artwork. Every six feet of
decorated paper was torn

off and displayed with
honor. The banner encouraged interaction for people
of all ages. People spoke
about what the saying
meant to them.
Carl Lavender, community activist and CEO of
Quantum Management
Resources, LLC was there
to lend a hand. “The Midtown Youth Celebration
was a great event. The day
was well organized and
very well attended. The
event represented lots of
organizations ‘playing well
in the sandbox.’”
“It was a collaboration
between various groups.
There was such an aura of
happiness and interaction,” Hubbard added.
While at the event, she
conversed with a longtime
Midtown resident who
said there were so many
faces she’d never seen before.
She went on to list
some of the groups who
showed interactive support. Jordan Park Gardens, Job Corp, Ameri
Corp, Youth Build, The
Boys and Girls Club and
more.
Hubbard
proudly
boasted of her garden projects that are currently in
the works that promises to
tighten the gap between
sustainability and sense of
community. “The community as a whole will benefit.” One such project is
located in an alley behind
22nd Street South.
The garden projects
are larger than life and
they expect the idea and
the fruits of their labor to
take off and become an integral part of Midtown.
Local Food Park is a
catalyst for food-centered
community building, research, education, training, entertainment and
economic stimulus. “None
of this would be possible
without a grant from Bon
Secours, a Healthy Communities Initiative,” Smith
insisted. Smith is the one
who wrote the grant and
immediately began breaking ground.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2015 hall of fame inductees
ST. PETERSBURG —
It’s official, the 2015 Class
of Gibbs High School Hall
of Fame inductees are in.
The event was successful
and well attended. Everyone enjoyed the ceremony,

the refreshments by Rev.
Alvin Miller and the soft
music played in the
lobby by the Gibbs High
School Jazz Band.
The
Gibbs
High
Alumni Association Presi-

dent Minson Rubin and
Vice President Rhonda
Jackson would like to
thank all of their supporters and volunteers for coming out and supporting this
momentous occasion.

The Law Offices of K. V. Rubin, PA
Attorney Karmika V. Rubin
NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS FOR
FORECLOSURE AND FAMILY LAW CASES.
Call 727 512-8261 or
Email info@Rubinslaw.com
today for a consultation!
You DON’T Have to Fight Alone.
Serving Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco and Hernando Counties.
The hiring of an attorney is a serious decision and should not be based solely on advertisement alone.

Photos by Pop Lancaster

L-R front row: Coach Ann Quarles, Debra James,Cynthia Gray, Yvette
Odom Wilkes, Pamela Lee, Cynthia Harris, Angela Gray
L-R back row: Javan Turner, Rufus Lewis, Boof Bonser, Willie
Comerford,Clayton Fillyau Jr., Novell Fuller, Steve Scruggs, Clarence
Lancaster, Ruben Mayes and Edgar Wilcox
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A Century of Black Life, History and Culture: Celebrating Black History Month
From HISTORY page 1

Consultant Phoebe Quarterman took her rightful
place at the podium and with
her delightfully, strong voice,
The Mistress of Ceremony
united the audience in
the singing of, “Soon and
Very Soon.”
Department of Children
and Families’ Operations and
Management Consultant,
Betty Thomas welcomed the
standing room only crowd.
Guest speaker Trenia
Cox, the faith-based coordinator of the Juvenile Welfare
Board, delivered a flawless
speech encompassing culture, family and children.
“We are about improving
the community. Are we there
yet? We’re not… The good
news is we can get there…
Being recognized for our humanity is still a struggle for
African Americans,” she said
as she advised the audience
to see the film “Selma” if they
had not already done so.
Directing her words to
parents, caregivers, social
service providers and any
staff from other societal institutions, Cox had a list of ways
to improve the community:
Treat people with human
dignity; respect other cultures, families matter and all
children matter; they are precious.
Cox wanted to drive
home the point to the audience that regardless of position and social status, we all
need to work toward creating a better world where
character is the focus and not
color.
Despite the seriousness

and urgency of the discussion, Quarterman and Ben
Shirley, Regional ESS Director, continued to inject
humor at all the right moments.
The Department of Children and Families presented
Cox with a framed Proclamation to express their sincere gratitude for her
contributions and commitment to the community.
Several other local leaders were acknowledged with
a plaque for their tireless advocacy. Among those recognized were High Point
Neighborhood Family Center, CASA, The Children’s
Home, Daystar and The
Weekly Challenger.
Following the award ceremony, Angela Cowart led
the Blessing of the Bounty,
and lunch was served.
Everyone rose to sing
the Negro National Anthem,
written as a poem by James
Weldon Johnson, “Lift Every
Voice and Sing,” followed by
a prayer for blessing and
guidance by Wendy Atkins of
the Department of Revenue
and an instrumental solo.
A creative and interpretive dance routine was performed by Sydni Neal of St.
Pete Collegiate High School.
Dressed in an airy, black,
outfit, the dancer had beautiful, long multicolored
braids. Her appearance
matched her performance,
delicate, yet meaningful, as
she communicated with the
audience without saying a
single word.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Seth: A story of determination
ST. PETERSBURG —
My son Seth was born with
a disability and blessed with
gifts. In June 2015 he will
graduate from the Pinellas
County School system with
a special diploma. It is his
goal to be self-sufficient and
a productive contributor to
society.
As a result of him being
an active participant in leadership and development organizations, he has chosen
to pursue the Health Coach
Training Program with Intuitive Nutrition. As an aspiring entrepreneur, he wants
to be the voice for youths
with exceptionalities and
other talents.
While being a social butterfly and promoting good
eating through our family’s
business, Seth’s Pineapple
Mango Salsa, LLC, Seth
also encourages others to
believe in themselves and to
prepare themselves for
more possibilities by participating in youth development
and
leadership
programs that meet their
needs. He wants to be a
role model for Exceptional
Students that have the ability to go beyond bagging
groceries after they graduate.
Transitioning to high
school with his disability
was extremely stressful.
Family counseling with
Barnes Holistic Counseling
& Wellness Center helped
him to diffuse his anger and
better manage his fears. His
psychologist was very supportive in his development.
You’re never too young
to be trained for leadership.
Building character and developing strengths are important parts of becoming
an effective leader. Seth was
given a strong start by becoming a member of Boy
Scouts of America and serving in the youth ministry at
St. John M. B. Church.
As an AKA Academy
participant under the leadership of the Omega Psi Phi
Pathfinders Association, the
staff reached out and provided mentoring and put
Seth on the right path for

graduation and assisted
with post-graduation plans.
He built positive relationships and displayed optimism over the years with
the staff; as a result, he held
leading parts in the organization’s programs.
Seth was awarded the
academy’s first Spirit Award
in the AKA AKAdemy’s
Pink Paparazzi Affair Showcase and Awards Program
in 2013. The association provided valuable resources,
and community service opportunities, which assisted
us with intellectualizing and
mapping out Seth’s future.
As Seth approaches his
final semester in high
school, he continues to finetune his ability to be independent on and off campus.
He has gained exposure to
entrepreneurship as a
server providing excellent
customer service with the
Viking Daily Grind Coffee
Shop, a small business operated by the exceptional student education (ESE)
students. Through handson work experience with
the Community Based Instruction program for ESE
students, Seth participated
in community volunteering
with local retail stores.

In addition to real work
experience, Seth participated in a five-day residential
diversity
training
through Community Tampa
Bay, a youth leadership and
diversity education program
that fosters respect and inclusion through peer modeling. The training took place
on Eckerd College campus
in St. Petersburg.
With this training Seth
has gained cultural awareness, community activism,
and personal identity and
was empowered to lead
change that could help end
discrimination. He continues to attend weekly F.L.Y.
Society meetings to discuss
topics that effect different
cultures.
In spite of Seth’s disability he has had much
success in leadership programs. He is motivated to
make a contribution to society and help others. His desire to interact with others
and coach them about better eating habits and to promote diversity has given
him the drive to seek entrepreneurship. His continuous training will help
support his goal; he has
great potential!

Pinellas Suncoast
Black Republican Club
ST. PETERSBURG —
The inaugural gathering of
the Pinellas Suncoast Black
Republican Club drew an intergenerational, multi-ethnic audience of elected
officials, local and state Republican Party representatives, new members and
guests.
India Welch, a guest
psalmist, ignited the audience with her rendition of
Battle Hymn of the Republic. The evening was off to
a momentous start. The
focus was on the “Mosaic,”
the collective of broken
pieces, desperate situations
and diverse people of color
hailing from every nation,
answering the call to follow
African-American history
and find their place among
the Republican Party.
Sheila Griffin, the chair
of the newly charted club,
continued her encouragement to embrace the “party
of our forefather” that will
bring back entrepreneurship to the black community, restore family values
and change the outlook for
education through school
choice
and
other
options. Vice Chair, Cassandra Jackson, Interim Secretary, Tom Cuba and
Treasurer, George Farrell
each joined in as a voice for
political views of freedom
and liberty that follow
Judeo-Christian traditions.
Her inspiration was followed by the guest speaker

of the evening, from the
county’s grass-roots political
headquarters, the new
Pinellas County Republican
Executive
Committee,
Chairman, Nick DiCeglie.
After his welcome, the
Chairman delivered a rousing message on the crucial
place this Black Republican
Club serves as part of the
county’s strategy. DiCeglie
invited everyone to join as
an emergent force for
change.
A guest who came to
see what it was all
about, Ernest McDonald,
stood up in the middle of the
meeting
and confessed
that like many in the
African-American community, his family is hardworking
and
conservative
Christians. But, for voter
registration he was registered as an “Independent.”
Seizing upon the opportunity for truthful dialogue,
the audience, state and local
political representatives and
the Chair of the PCREC
spoke about the unknown
history of the Republican
contributions. The history
is not just in the founding of
the party and state government, but in the recent gubernatorial offices where
Bush and Christ appointed
record numbers of firsts to
the judicial bench at every
level in the State of
Florida.
The responsive dialogue
of the crowd was electric. As

each participant chimed in
the comradery continued to
build. Many times the language was different, but the
interactive conversations
about community and country found commonality in
hard work, prosperity for
our communities and values
that support family life.
The Pinellas Suncoast
Black Republican Club 2015
plan includes encouraging
and training African-American
leaders and those sensitive to
our issues from communities
from Tarpon Springs south to
St. Petersburg.
“What our community
has followed in the other
party does not work,” said
Griffin. “We don’t need one
more entitlement program
to teach our generations
how to rely on government.
What we need is empowerment and opportunity to
stand up and facilitate our
own destiny and raise up
generations that fear God.
We are industrious and ingenius; a great and gracious
people and with the right
tools we shall rebuild our
communities.”
Monthly club meetings
are held at the Sunshine
Center, 330 5th St. S., St. Petersburg, at 6:30 p.m. on the
first Thursday of the
month. Please join us
in March. For inquiry or
reservation contact S. Griffin at psbrcfl@yahoo.com,
or go topsbrcfl.com.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Call for vendors
ST. PETERSBURG —
Are you an author and want
to sell your books, or an entrepreneur who would like
to sell your jewelry, fashions, hats, arts & crafts, etc.?
The Friends of the Johnson Community Library invite you to sign up to be a
vendor at its Fifth Annual
Literacy Festival, to be held
Sat., March 21, in the lot behind the Library and the
Enoch Davis Center. Vendor space is available at a
minimal cost.
If you love to entertain,
sing, dance, step, recite poetry, etc., your participation
as a volunteer will enhance
and complete this event! Interested in learning more?

Please call Kevin Johnson at
727 342-2235, or send him
an email at KevinJohnson5370@yahoo.com.
Applications are available at the Johnson Community Library, 1059 18th

Ave. S., or to have an application faxed, call the Library
at 727 893- 7213.
Forms and fees must be
received by Feb. 21. Proceeds will benefit the Library.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A birthday party to remember
ST. PETERSBURG — Although many people celebrate
the important milestone of living 50 years with a party, not
many people can boast having
more than 200 people show up
and show their love except for,
of course, Deborah FiggsSanders.
A room full of family and
friends partied the night away at
this elegant event held Feb. 6 at
the St. Petersburg Beach Community Center back dropped by
the Boca Ciega Bay.
“My gratitude for the people
in my life would fill the Coliseum, and I thank God for
everyone,” said Figgs-Sanders.
Emceed by School Board
Member Rene Flowers, the
guests took a trip through the

five decades of Figgs-Sanders’
life with stories from the 60s
until present day. The soulful
sound of Deneen Wyman sang
excerpts from Aretha Franklin,
Bill Withers, Chaka Khan and
Sade while models from each
decade presented fashions of
the times.
“I’ve never had a birthday
party and never really allowed
my family to celebrate it. I
never wanted God to think that
I’ve ever taken one minute of
his blessed time for granted,”
she said as she thanked her
guest for sharing this moment.
Happy belated birthday
from The Weekly Challenger
and may you celebrate 50
more.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Chuck D of Public
Enemy is coming to
Eckerd College

Chuck D will be at Eckerd College Thurs., Feb. 26.
Chuck D is the leader
and co-founder of the legendary rap group Public
Enemy, the author of two
critically acclaimed books,
and a political activist, publisher, radio host and producer.
Chuck D redefined rap
music and the hip-hop culture with the release of Public Enemy’s debut album in
1987. Yo Bum Rush The
Show delivered a powerful
articulation of the realities
facing black people in the
late twentieth century. With
an unprecedented lyrical
eloquence, Public Enemy
has continued to stress the
importance of history and
self-determination in the
forward movement of all
who have been oppressed.
Between 1987 and 2009,
with Chuck D at the helm,
Public Enemy has released
13 albums, toured 63 countries, and influenced hip hop
communities, social justice
struggles, and political activism throughout the
world. In 2004, Rolling
Stone magazine included
Chuck D and Public Enemy
as one of the "fifty most important performers in rock
& roll history." In 2007, he
was named one of the 100
Most Influential Black
Americans by Ebony Magazine.
In 2013, Chuck D and
Public Enemy were elected
into the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame. Chuck D wrote the
foreword for the 2011 book
The Legends of Hip-Hop by
artist Justin Bua, which honors artists, athletes and

even
political
figures
through original works of
art. Chuck D describes
Bua’s art in the foreword:
“As you turn the pages, you
can’t help but hear the
soundtrack spit from the
pages of this classic, seminal book.”
Chuck D has been featured and/or interviewed in
over fifty documentaries on
music, technology, politics
and race; he has appeared in
numerous public service announcements for national
peace and the Partnership
for a Drug Free America.
He has also been a national
spokesperson for Rock the
Vote, the National Urban
League, Americans for the
Arts Council, and the National Alliance for AfricanAmerican Athletes.
In 2006, he hosted
ESPN’s Ali Raps about the
poetry and politics of
Muhammad Ali. For the past
five years, he has hosted On
the Real/Off the Record for
Air America, on which some
of the most important musical and political figures of
our time have been interviewed. Chuck D continues
to make music and to write
prolifically on technology,
politics, rap and soul music
and race in the US.
There are few artists
who possess such sophisticated understandings of the
music business, entertainment industry and racial
politics in America, and few
speakers who can command an audience like
Chuck D.
See ad on page 11.

PCCA first Black History Month show in two years
From GIBBS, page 1

Clark said this year, the
production will center on
the tale of Dido Elizabeth
Belle. Dido was the daughter of Sir John Lindsay, a
British Royal Navy Officer
who, according to history,
fell in love with Maria
Belle, a slave aboard a
Spanish ship that Captain
Lindsay’s crew had captured. After Maria gave
birth to their daughter,
Lindsay entrusted Dido to
his uncle, William Murray,
the first Earl of Mansfield.
In doing so, Lindsay protected Dido from enslavement.
History further shows
that Lord Mansfield and
his wife educated Dido and
raised her along with Lord
Mansfield’s great niece,
Lady Elizabeth Murray. Although Dido was of mixed
race and an illegitimate
child—a great scandal
given the time period, the
late 1700s—the Mansfields
cared for her. Some speculate that love for Dido influenced the ruling to end
slavery by Lord Mansfield,
who was also Lord Chief
Justice.
Last summer, Clark
went to a screening of the
movie “Belle,” which focused on the scandal surrounding
Dido
and
Elizabeth being brought
up together. Intrigued by
the tale, Clark began his
own research and further
discovered that Lindsay
had brought Maria Belle to
live in Pensacola.
He also connected with
Margo Stringfield, an
archeologist from the University of West Florida in
Pensacola who has done
research on Maria Belle.
“So they have findings,
court records and burial
records and were able to
see that [Maria Belle] actually did live [in Pensacola]
and how [Lindsay] took
care of her,” Clark said. “If
it had not been for that
connection, this would
have been only a British
show.”
Stringfield has agreed
to visit Gibbs after each
performance in order to
discuss her related findings and answer questions

from the audience.
The performance itself
will focus on the friendly
relationship between Dido
and Elizabeth, who were
just a year apart in age.
Clark needed one black
and one white student to
play these roles, and found
such students in the PCCA
vocal division.
“The performance will
be almost like a ballet, but
instead the story will be
told through opera,” Clark
said.
Clark, who has studied
music extensively over his
own academic career,
worked with other teachers to decide upon
10 songs for the performance. Dawne Eubanks, the
vocal instructor at PCCA,
trained the students in the
songs, which are all in European languages such as
French and Italian. Songs
include “The Cat Duet,” to
show the comic banter between Dido and Elizabeth,
and “The Flower Duet,”
which according to Clark
is a song about a woman
who finds roses and lilies
intertwined in a garden—
an apt metaphor for the unusual circumstances of
Dido and Elizabeth’s relationship.
Clark said PCCA has
not hosted a Black History
Month performance since
2012 because funding for
those projects dried up.
Clark noted that a strong
performance costs at least
$15,000, though can often
cost double that amount.
However, Clark’s proposed

historical performance attracted Title I attention.
Title I provides funding for
such projects so long as
they include a learning
component and are hosted
at schools with a large proportion of students from
low-income families.
Therefore, Clark said,
the entire Gibbs High
School—not just the PCCA
magnet program—will be
involved in researching
this story. English and Social Studies instructors for
each grade have purchased books and materials to teach students the
history behind this upcoming performance.
PCCA students have
researched set design and
18th century costumes,
hair and makeup to prepare for this performance.
In addition to the operas,
the Gibbs choir will perform three spiritual songs.
Clark said that although
his past black history performances usually included gospel music,
gospel did not exist during
the time period in which
this performance takes
place. Thus, the magnet
program and Gibbs are
working
together
to
ensure a historically accurate, entertaining performance, Clark said.
The students will attend special daytime performances, which are not
open to the public. These
shows are free to the students as Title I covers the
costs. After the daytime
performances, Stringfield

will go to classrooms to engage students and present
more information.
Clark said he hopes the
nighttime shows sell out. If
PCCA makes a profit, the
extra money can be used
to fund future Black History Month performances.
“A show like this will
hopefully prove that [the
arts are] educational and it
is something worth endowing,” Clark said, referring to the recent lack of
funds for black history performances. “When they
change the funding and
lose the arts funding, they
lose a valuable part of education. And the black history shows have been a
really strong tenant every
year to those students …
located in the heart of the
black community and who
fall in the low socio-economic status. If anybody
needs [those shows], it’s
that community.”
In addition to individual
tickets, which can be purchased at Gibbs High
School, churches and businesses have the option of
buying packages to have
their names in the program as supporters and
contributors.
“Ticket sales are really
going,” Clark said. “A lot of
white people are coming to
it and that’s unusual. It’s
because of this classical
component, which I intentionally did to draw a diverse crowd. I really want
the community to see it;
they’ll be impressed.”
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Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





“Breaking Chains While
Learning How To
Love Our City Into
The Kingdom Of God”
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a Servant Leadership
Connecting Point Bible Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their neighborhood and
the city, for the glory of God. Synopsis: ‘Wherein God’s methods are
many, His principles are few. You will be taught how to embrace
your true value in Christ Jesus. How to become empowered to
unashamedly and publicly return God’s love to Him by putting
‘neighbor’ back into your own neighborhoods, community and city.
Thereby, fulfilling God’s royal law in practical ways.

Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Pastor Randy Helms, Lead Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712



 


 
     
  
  





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





 
 
 



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.





Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




 






 
  

 

 
  



 


 




  
 

 


 






 

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  




   

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

 

Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, “God’s House to
the City,” under the leadership of Dr. Rickey L. Houston
extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we
declare the living Word of
God. Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible Study
and Teen Summit/ Children
Rising are held on Wednesday evening, at 7.
We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually and corporately;
and we communicate God’s
truth at every opportunity,
building a stronger congregation and community to the
Glory of God. Living out

these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line.
(727-321-9645)
The Laymen Ministry is
actively preparing to present
Tony Evans “Kingdom Man”
This is a study on the principles of biblical manhood.
Kingdom Man challenges
and equips men to fully understand their position under
God as well as their position
over what God has given
them. The Laymen Ministry
of Bethel Metropolitan invites
all men to join them in this
journey. The study will begin
March 10, 2015. Call church

office for additional information.
The Laymen will also be
hosting the Prayer Breakfast
Sat., March 7 at 8:30 a.m.
Black History month observation at Bethel Metropolitan includes Soul Food
Fest/Family Friend Day. This
event is scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 22. Family and
friends are invited to worship
and fellowship together.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015” II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Church Events for February 2015

Feb. 19 - Church Outing:
First Baptist Institutional 7
p.m.
Feb. 22 - St. Mark M. B.
Church Taste of Soul Food
(after morning worship)
Feb. 27 - St. Mark
Monthly Business Meeting-7
p.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to

study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
To the COMMUNITY ATLARGE, the Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the
Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend to you a
cordial invitation to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45
a.m. or the 10:45 a.m. worship
service, and Sunday Church
School at 9:30 a.m. Come join
us as we take this Christian
journey for it is Our Mission as
a Church Family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the
world, preaching the gospel to
the unsaved and teaching the
saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ. Pastor
Evans would like to thank the
CULINARY MINISTRY under
the Leadership of Sister
Wyvonnia McGee for providing those who travelled to Lake
City, Florida, with a Brown Bag
Lunch, it just continues to
show that it is always NICE TO
BE NICE.
Weekly Bible Studies and
other
Church
activities:
Wednesday, Noon Day (12:00
p.m.) and Prayer and Bible
Study (7 p.m.) and AWANA
Youth Enrichment program,
something special for every
child, learning about God
while having fun. The Bread of
Life Ministry continues providing a needed service to our
Senior and Disabled members.
Please see Sister Lorriane
Rogers for further information.

The Clothing Pantry is opened
every 2nd and 4th Thursday of
the month, from 9 a.m. to
noon. Continue to Pray for our
Sick, Shut-in, Children, Men/
Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families. Join us this
Sunday, when No. 44 will be revealed in our culmination of
Black History Month Observances.
Month of FEBRUARY:
BLACK HISTORY MONTH
OBSERVANCE (Theme: A
CENTURY OF BLACK LIFE,
HISTORY AND CULTURE –
FRIENDSHIP'S IS TELLING
“OUR STORY” EVERY SUNDAY.
Feb. 20 – 7 p.m. – EVANGELISM “ HOW TO BECOME A CONTAGIOUS
CHRISTIAN” WORKSHOP.
Feb. 21 – 9:30 a.m. –
EVANGELISM WORKSHOP
CONTINUES. Contact Minister Sharon Saulsby for further
detail at (727) 821-0161.
Feb. 21 – 1 – 3 p.m. –
HEART HEALTH / CPR
AWARENESS SEMINAR
Feb. 22 – AFRICAN ATTIRE SUNDAY – Church Picture taking available - BOTH
SERVICES
Feb. 28 – 9 a.m. until Noon
- West Coast Baptist District
Association, 2nd Annual Paul
and Timothy Laymen Conference held at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor,

3300 31st Street South, St. Petersburg, FL. Contact Deacon
Leon Dunbar, President for
further details. 10 a.m. until
Noon – West Coast Baptist District Association, Women Department, Mid-Winter Board
Meeting held at Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist
Church, Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor, 3455 26th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg. Contact Sister
Terricka Bradwell, President
for further details.
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 and PRESS 2.
Thought for the Week:
Friends accept & forgive, they
don't carry things to the grave,
what kind of friends do you
have?
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S.. St. Petersburg, 33712
Church Office: (727) 9068300 E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net WE ARE NOW “LIVE
STREAMING”: Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net &
CLICK on the PASTOR'S
IMAGE at the top of the Page.
Also Visit West Coast Baptist District Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com





Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 PM.
All men are invited to join
the Men’s Ministry for a
Prayer Breakfast on Sat., Feb.
21 at 7 a.m. on the 2nd floor as
they learn how to live courageously in Christ.
Crown Financial Ministry
Classes will begin on Mon.,
Feb. 23 and go for 10 weeks.
For more information please
contact Danny and Avis Carter
at 727-328-2944.
Attention! There will be a
Business Meeting on Feb. 28
at 7:45 a.m. on the 2nd floor.
The Nursing Home Visitation Ministry will sponsor our
annual Seasoned Saints
Luncheon on Saturday, March
14th at 12 noon for all those
who are 65 and over. Please
RSVP to the church office at
894-4311 by March 5th.
High School students: Are
you having problems with the

Reading portion of the SAT
and/or ACT? If you answered
YES, then join College Prep
101 for a “SAT/ACT READING Workshop” When: Saturday, February 28, 2015 Where:
Youth Chapel Fellowship Hall
Time: 10:00 A to 12:00 Noon If
you have any questions, please
contact Toni Walker at 727418-1793 or email us at mtzioncollegeprep@mzprogressive.o
rg
* Saturday January 10,
2015 (9am - 12pm) Students
will be equipped with techniques to be successful before,
during & after an interview.
* Sat., Jan. 17, (9 a.m. - 12 p.m.)
Students are scheduled for an
actual interview. Each student
will be scored during the
process. * Mon., Jan. 19, (9 - 10
a.m.) The four students with
the highest scores are announced and presented the
grand prize.
To register for this workshop provide student’s name,
email address, grade & high
school name to: mtzioncollegeprep@mzprogressive.org
Register for this workshop by
January 5, 2015

THIS WORKSHOP IS
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Attention Parents! Reading and Math Enhancement
Tutoring is being provided by
Certified Teachers & Paraprofessionals, Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 5:30pm to
7:00pm in the Human Services
Building at 945 - 20th Street,
South. For more information
contact Doris Newton or Joel
Shedrick at 727-822-0443, Extension 301.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

First Mt. Zion
All are invited to attend
the final service to culminate
the 98th Anniversary of First
Mt. Zion and the 23rd year of
our Pastor, Reverend Wallace

Elliott, Sr. This worship experience will take place on Sunday, February 22 at 11:00am.
Reverend Eddie Allen, Jr. and
his congregation from St.

Mary CME Church, Mt.
Pleasant, Florida will be in
charge. First Mt. Zion is located at 1121 22nd Street
South.
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